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‘Building career ready 
young people. 

Creating a brighter 
future for industry.’



“Modern work experience should guarantee 
every young person access to high-quality, 
multiple workplace experiences, totalling 10 
days' worth throughout secondary 
education.”

Welcome & 
Introductions

Paula Strickland
Radiographer/Superintendent
Northampton General Hospital NHS Trust

Helen White
Therapeutic Radiographer/Associate Professor
Birmingham City University



What is a 

Therapeutic 

Radiographer?



Who works in a hospital?

Doctors and nurses, yes! But there are 

lots of other important roles too.

Such as...

Physiotherapist Paramedic Dietician Osteopath

and...

Therapeutic Radiographers



What is cancer?

The body is made up of cells... Normal

Abnormal



How do we treat cancer?

Chemotherapy

Radiotherapy

Surgery



Therapeutic Radiographers work in an Oncology Centre in 

a hospital. This is an Outpatients Dept. It is a specialised 

profession and therefore not available in all hospitals.

Who are therapeutic radiographers?

Who are we?
Individuals who specialise in 

the planning, delivery and 

aftercare of radiotherapy 

treatment for patients, most of 

whom have cancer.

What do we do?
Treat cancer patients using 

ionising radiation, in order to kill 

the cancer cells or give patients 

symptom control.

What do we use?
Therapeutic Radiographers use a 

machine called a Linear Accelerator 

(known as a LINAC).

Where do we work?



Lineac Accelerator (LINAC)

How much do you think a LINAC costs? 



Why become a therapeutic radiographer?

Use your skills to help treat and 

support cancer patients every day.

Operate advanced machines that 

deliver life-changing treatments.

Therapeutic Radiographers are in 

high demand across the UK.

Build connections with patients and 

their families, improve their quality of 

life, and guide them through tough 

times.

Be a lifesaver:

Work with amazing tech:

Benefit from job security 

and job availability:

Make a real impact:



Why become a therapeutic radiographer?

Here’s what some existing members of staff say about being a therapeutic 

radiographer...
“An opportunity to join a profession 

where I would make a difference to 

lives on a daily basis, in a constantly 

evolving field (And no night shifts!)”

“I wanted a 

job that felt 

worthwhile.”

“It has the appropriate balance 

of working face to face with 

patients and problem solving.

Also there are good 

opportunities

to travel.”

“The combination of working 

with people and technology 

and team working.

It’s a very rewarding job!”

“I wanted to help people 

with cancer and this role 

fit with that perfectly.”



What’s it like being a therapeutic radiographer?

Starting salaries from £28,000 (£24,000 for 

apprentices) with progression to £60,000+ 

in senior roles.

A rewarding career

Learn in state-of-the-art

hospitals during your studies 

or apprenticeships.

Hands-on training

No problem! Whether you’re 

finishing school or college, 

there’s a pathway for you.

No experience?

The working day is generally

8.30am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday. 

However shifts can cover from 7am to 8pm.

Working hours

An on-call service is provided at weekends and Bank Holidays 

for emergency oncology patients, this is usually on a rota

system.

On-call service

Newly-qualified radiographers usually 

work in all areas of the department to 

build competencies and develop skills. 

Variety

What’s in it for you?

The working life of a therapeutic radiographer...



What are the career prospects?

What opportunities 
and progression 

are there in 
radiotherapy?

Education

Clinical 
Practice 

Specialisation

International 
Travel

Veterinary 
Radiotherapy

Research

Leadership & 
Management



Starting a Therapeutic Radiographer career: Roadmap



A variety of routes into the profession

BSc Undergraduate Degree 

• Academic study in subjects like anatomy, radiation science, and radiobiology.

• Analytical skills and research strategies.

• Clinical placements in hospitals, providing hands-on experience and valuable employability skills.

Apprenticeship

• Gain clinical experience and academic knowledge simultaneously, equipping you for professional registration with the Health and 

Care Professions Council (HCPC).

• Work in a radiotherapy department, gaining ‘on the job’ training, under the supervision of qualified professionals, whilst earning a 

wage.

• Study towards a BSc (Hons) in Therapeutic Radiography at a university, typically on a part-time basis (remotely/on-line with a few 

days in person).

Post-graduate MSc

• Applicants are normally expected to have a 2:1 honours 

degree in a relevant subject such as anatomy, human 

biology, biomedical science and psychology. 

• However this list is not exhaustive and applicants with 

other subjects will be reviewed on an individual basis.

• The MSc course will teach you to work with patients of all 

ages, to help relieve and/or cure the symptoms of their 

cancer.



Open Evenings at Northampton General Hospital

• Held once a month between 17.00- 18.00

• Only Radiotherapy Dept in Northamptonshire

• Give the opportunity to view the Dept, the machines, the layout and get an atmosphere of a real-life setting

• Please note: No patients will be observed due to confidentiality

If you would like to find out more and/or arrange a visit to the Radiotherapy Dept in Northampton General Hospital, 
please contact the Careers Consultants, Claire or Vikki:

ccoles@bedford.ac.uk vikki.morton@southmidlands.org.uk
Should individual students/parents/individuals looking for a change of career would like to contact Helen/our admissions tutor, they are very 
welcome. BCU support Bioscientists who career change into therapeutic radiography.

Interested in knowing more about the BSc Hons Therapeutic Radiography and MSc Therapeutic Radiography (pre-
registration) courses?

Please don’t hesitate to e-mail our Therapeutic Radiography Admissions tutor Mariam Kalsoom
Mariam.Kalsoom@bcu.ac.uk

Or visit our website:  www.bcu.ac.uk/radiotherapy

And you are very welcome to attend any of our BCU University open days to find out more. 

mailto:ccoles@bedford.ac.uk
mailto:vikki.morton@southmidlands.org.uk
mailto:Mariam.Kalsoom@bcu.ac.uk
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/radiotherapy


To find out more visit...

www.therapeuticradiographer.jobs



“Modern work experience should guarantee 
every young person access to high-quality, 
multiple workplace experiences, totalling 10 
days' worth throughout secondary 
education.”

Any questions?

Paula Strickland
Radiographer/Superintendent
Northampton General Hospital NHS Trust

Helen White
Therapeutic Radiographer/Associate Professor
Birmingham City University



“Modern work experience should guarantee 
every young person access to high-quality, 
multiple workplace experiences, totalling 10 
days' worth throughout secondary 
education.”

Thank you!
▪ The slides will be uploaded to the South Midlands 

Careers Hub website.
▪ Share with colleagues: send slides to Science 

Subject Leader
▪ My Learning My Future | CEC Resource Directory
▪ Present to students interested in STEM careers
▪ Contact Vikki/Claire to connect with Paula
▪ Reach out to BCU for further information and 

opportunities for your students to learn about 
routes into Radiotherapy

▪ Access to resources/support to broaden awareness 
of Allied Health professions

▪ https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/
▪ https://icould.com/stories/what-is-therapeutic-

radiographer/

▪

Upcoming events: 

T-Level Webinar
Thursday 20th November 2025
Understanding T Levels Webinar - Amazing 
Apprenticeships

Modern Work Experience: Let’s make it work: Friday 21st

November 2025 10:15am – 11:45am
A national broadcast | Modern Work Experience: Let’s Make It Work. | The 
Careers and Enterprise Company

SMCH Autumn Provider Showcase
Wednesday 26th November: 3.15pm – 4pm

CPD Session - Benchmark 1 - Frameworks and Tools
Thursday 27th November: 3.30pm – 4.30pm

WEX Employer Showcase: Modern Work Experience
Wednesday 3rd December: 3.30pm – 4.30pm

https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/my-learning-my-future
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/role/
https://icould.com/stories/what-is-therapeutic-radiographer/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/events/understanding-t-levels-webinar/
https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/modern-work-experience/a-national-broadcast-modern-work-experience-let-s-make-it-work/

